DEC. -08' 05 (THU) 15:48

[2=07-2005  14:10

From=WALAUT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT Q084445621 T=064 P.0R2/002

WALNUT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

ROARD OF DIRECTORS

Edwin M. Hilden
Progident
Elaction Diviaien )i

Donald L. Netlles
First Vice Presiden|
Elacvan Division IV

Allen L. Wu
Second Vies Prgsident
Glecdan Dwielon |

Sdwaid N, Layton
Aagiptant Treasurer
Eisotion Digien I

E. Prac Flores
Director
Eiaction Divisicn v

GTAPF:

Karan J. Powers
General Manager
Seorolary / Tradsurey
LEGAL COUNSEL:
H. Jess Senscal

271 South Brea Canyon Road * PO. Box 508
Wainut, California 91789-3002 - (908) 505-1268 « (§26) 984-6551
Website: www.wywd.com « Fax (909) 594-9532

December §, 2005

JAN 12 2006

Mr. Lastar Snow, Director 049

Department of Weater Resources
P.O. Box 842836
Sacramento, CA 84238-0001

RE: South Deita improvements Program
Dear Direclor Snow.

On behalf of the Waimna Valiey Water District, | am writing today to express the
Disatrict’s support for the Departiment of Water Resources' (DWR) South Deita
improvements Program (SDIP), a critical water supply, wster quality and
anviranmental project designed to maet California's diverse water needs. This
October, DWR and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation relessed a draft
Environmental Impact Report/Siatement (EIR/S) for SDIP, kicking off an
important public review and comment pracess. implementation of the SDIP wiil
greatly enhance the District's efiorts to fulfll) its missian to "supply the highes
quality of water at the lowest possible price.”

As you know, California Is facing a critical cheilenge: A safe, relisble, and high
quality water supply is nesded to keap up with the rapidly risng population and
fast-growing trillion-dallar economy. Hawever, this arid siate has kmited water
supplies, therefore, existing water resources and infrastructure must be befter
ulilized. Otherwise, the stale’'s communitiea, farms, envionment end
businasses ere at great risk. Two-thirds of California recelves its water from the
Sap Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joagquin Delts. Given its imponance;
bettar mathods to manage the Deita’s water dslivery system. as well as the
water itself, are naaded. |n essence, evary drop must count!

in 2000, the stata and federal govemments initiated the histaric CalFed Bay-
Delta Program to manage the Bay-Deita's water resources and ecosystem. A
unique coliahoration of interests aupported the pian, including anvironmental
organizstions, water agencias, business interssts, farmers, and state and
federal water and fish agancies. SDIP is the next step forward In this long-term
planning affort for the Bay-Deita.

SDIP is @ responsible and balanced plan to better utlize and integrate the
existing water mansgement infrastructure in the DeRta. Callectively, it wil
imprave the state's water supply refiabifity, water quality, and the overall health
of the Bay-Delta ecosysteam. The program will construct seasona! tide! gates to
protect fish and improve water circulation and quallty in the Dejta, dredge select
Delta channele to improve water dellverias for local farmers, and aflaw Stats
Water Projact deliveries to Increase madestly — only when neaded and
environmentally safe to do so.
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Currently, tha atate (s constrained in its ability to use surpius water suppliss.
The infrastructure 10 mova the water Is in place, but until SDIP is approved. the
state's water managers cannot fully or responsibly use the existing aystem.
SDIP calls for only & 3-5% Increase in the averaga amount of watsr pumped
from the Defte. More significantly, SDIP wiil provide the flaxibility to shift the
timing of water deliveries when surplus is avallable and when snvironmentally
safe to do s0. SDIP is an ideal option for Californla to advance — it will not
require building & new project or the construction of major naw Infrastructure.
And, funding for the program has aiready been secured through passage of
voter approved bonds In 2000 (Proposition 13).

Importently, SDIP wil haip protect vital Deita environmental resources.
Spacifically, it will help protect fish species in the Delta channels. At tha sams
tima, by providing the state greater flaxinliity in how end when SDIP aperales its
system of pumps, fish are grantad greaier protections.

Given all these points, SDIP is supported by a statewide, broad coalition of
water, agriculture, business, planning organizations, and iocal government
officials, including the Association of Calfornia Water Agencies, State Water
Contractors, California Chamber of Commerce, Callfomnia Business Properties
Association, and the Wastern Growers Associatian.

Water |s the Rfeblood of California — critical to its families, farms, and
busineases. it is our responsibility ta use this preclous ressurce wissly through
ail possible best menagement practices, including water conservation, racyciing
and storage, to ensure California’'s water future. It is imperative that a more
flaxible watar dellvery system is availabie In order to accommadate growth in
population and economy while relying on existing water auppiles.

Again, the District strongly supports SDIP and encoursges il key stakeholders
to help advance this critically needed project.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,
WALNUT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

—%9-—%\
IN M. HILDEN

Prasidant
Board of Directors

EMH:ja
co: Hen. Govarnar Amold Schwarzeneggar

Mr. mn Brodderick, Diractor, California Depariment of Fish and Game
Mr. Mika Chrisman, Secretary, California Rasources Aganoy

Mr. Joe Grindataff, Director, Cailformia Bay-Delta Authority

Mr. Kirk Rodigers, Reglonal Direclor. Mid-Paclfic Reglon, U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation

Mr. Dan Bkopee, Deputy Cabinet Secratary, Office of the Governor

Mr. Terry Tamminan, Cabinet Secretary, Office of the Gavermnar
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Ann E. Newton

Red Gate Communications, Inc.

13039 Ventura Blvd,
Studio City, CA 91604
(818) 784-1222 Office
(818) 784-1220 Fax
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